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Benjamin  Cotvell,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir:  You  having  requested  me  to  state  what  is  within  ray 
knowledge  relating  to  the  Regiment  commanded  by  Col.  Christo- 
pher Lippitt,  in  the  year  1776,  with  a  view  to  the  right  which  the 
few  survivors  have  to  claim  the  aid  of  the  Government  for  support, 
during  the  short  period  which  may  yet  remain  to  men  so  far  ad- 
vanced in  life,  I  will  endeavor,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  to  comply  with 
your  request. 

Early  in  the  month  of  January,  1776,  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  then  colony  of  Rhode-Island,  resolved  to  raise  a  Regiment,  in 
addition  to  those  already  in  service,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  one 
year  from  the  eighteenth  day  of  that  month.  Colonel  Henry  Bab- 
cock  was  appointed  to  command  the  Regiment,  which  was  to  con- 
sist or  be  composed  of  twelve  companies.  Two  or  three  months 
after  the  men  were  enlisted,  Col.  Babcock  quit  the  service,  and  Lt. 
Col.  Lippitt  was  promoted  to  the  command.  The  men  were  soom 
enlisted,  and  quartered  in  Newport.  I  enlisted  in  the  7th  compa- 
ny, commanded  by  Captain  David  Dexter.  I  was  then  eighteen 
years  and  three  months  old.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  en- 
listment which  we  signed;  I  have  just  copied  it  from  the  State 
records: 

"I,  the  subscriber,  hereby  solemnly  engage  and  enlist  myself  as 
a  soldier  in  the  pay  of  the  colony  of  Rhode-Island,  Cor  tji?  preservfi- , 
tion  of  the  liberties  of  America,   and  the   defefle^^  ^f  tf.e^-U'nite^ 
Cobnies  in  general,  and  this  colony  in  particular,  'from  the  day  of 


my  enlistment  for  one  year,  unless  the  service  shall  admit  of  a  dis- 
charge sooner,  which  shall  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  Ccneral  Aa- 
sembly.  And  I  hereby  promise  to  submit  to  all  orders  and  regula- 
tions of  the  army,  and  faithfully  to  observe  and  obey  such  orders 
as  I  shall  receive  from  time  to  time  from  my  superior  officers." 

The  officers  of  the  Regiment  were  at  fust  commissioned  by  tho 
Governor  of  the  colony;  they  some  time  after  received  commission* 
from  the  President  of  Congress,  and  I  have  understood  that  the 
decision  of  the  War  Office,  which  excluded  any  of  this  Regiment 
from  tho  pension  list,  was  predicated  on  the  circumstance  of  the  of- 
ficers having,  during  part  of  the  term,  been  commissioned  by  the 
State.  Whatever  validity  there  may  have  been  in  this,  it  could 
only  operate  in  the  case  of  a  commissioned  officer,  for  all  the  non- 
commissioned and  privates  were  marched  out  of  the  State,  and 
joined  the  army  under  General  Washington,  under  the  binding 
force  of  the  articles  of  the  enlistment,  which  they  subscribed  on 
entering  the  llegiment;  and  we,  from  the  day  of  our  enlistment, 
had  always  supposed  that  we  were  liable  to  be  ordered  to  join  the 
main  army,  at  any  moment  when  the  general  good  of  the  whole, 
or  the  exigency  of  the  case  might  render  it  necessary  or  expedierji; 
and  this  was  sufficiently  tested  after  the  disastrous  aclion  on  Long- 
Island,  when  we  were  ordered  to  embark  from  Rhode-Island,  and 
join  General  Washington  at  New- York,  as  we  knew  from  the  ten- 
or of  the  enlistment,  we  were  engaged  for  the  service  of  the  Unitsd 
Colonics,  or  States 

The  Regiment  served  one  complete  year,  under  the  enlistment, 
and  engaged  voluntarily  fbr  another  month,  under  the  following 
circumstances. 

On  the  31st  day  of  December,  1776,  the  remnants  of  all  the  di- 
visions, brigades  or  regiments,  which  had  composed  the  army  of 
the  U.  States  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  together  with  a  com- 
pany of  volunteers,  from  Philadelphia,  were  assembled  at  a 
place  called  Crosswieks,  in  Jersey;  the  term  of  service  of  all  the 
Continental  troops,  except  ours,  (Lij)pitt's  regiment,)  expired  on 
•  •'•  that  evening:  vve^  our  regiment  only,  were  held  for  eighteen  dayt 
I  *•  myre,  our.year 'having  commenced  on  the  18th  of  January,  1776 
Th^  bvi^ade  to  which  we  were  «ttached,  was  composed  of  fiv« 

•  »  r*  •     •    2*  *  i^ ' « ■»     •>  ' 


le^iments,  three  of  which  (Varnum's,  Hitchcock's  and  Lippitt's,) 
were  from  Rhode-Island;  and  the  other  two  (Nixon's  and  Little's,) 
were  from  Massachusetts.  Col.  Daniel  Hitchcock,  the  oldest  Co- 
lonel present,  commanded  this  brigade;  of  the  number  of  men, 
Lippitt's  counted  more  than  one  third.  This  was  the  time  which 
tried  both  body  and  soul.  We  had  by  order  of  the  General,  left 
our  tents  at  Bristol,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Delaware.  We  were 
standing  on  frozen  ground,  which  was  covered  with  snow.  The 
hope  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  was  sustained  by  the  character 
of  these  half  frozen,  halt  starved  men,  that  he  could  persuade  them 
to  volunteer  for  another  month.  He  made  the  attempt,  and  it  suc- 
ceeded. He  directed  or  requested  General  Mifflin  to  address  or 
harangue  our  brigade — he  did  it  well,  although  he  made  some 
promises,  perhaps,  without  the  advice  of  General  Washington, 
which  were  never  fulfilled.  He  said  all  or  every  thing  which 
should  be  taken  from  the  enemy  during  the  month,  should  be  the 
properly  of  the  men,  and  the  value  of  it  divided  among  them. 
These  promises,  although  they  had  no  weight  or  effect  in  inducing 
the  men  to  engage,  ought  to  have  been  fulfilled,  though,  at  the 
time  they  were  made,  no  one  could  suppose  it  probable  we  could 
take  stores  or  baggage  from  the  enemy,  who  had  six  men  to  our 
one  then  in  Jersey.  The  request  of  the  General  was  assented  to, 
by  our  unanimously  poising  the  firelock,  as  a  signal.  Within  two 
hours  after  this  vote,  we  were  on  our  march  for  Trenton,  which 
place  we  had  left  tvvo  days  previous.  From  the  badness  of  the 
road,  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  accidents  to  the  artillery  car- 
riages, or  the  falling  of  a  horse,  .^c.  we  consumed  the  whole  night 
in  the  march,  and  quartered  in  the  morning  in  houses  from  which  the 
Hessians  had  been  taken  the  week  before.  When  we  had  kindled  a 
fire,  and  were  collecting  from  our  knapsacks  or  pocisets  a  stray  rem- 
nant of  bread  or  tainted  pork,  and  thus  taking  our  little  share  of  rest 
or  comfort,  the  drums  beat,  and  we  were  immediately  paraded.  Most 
of  those  who  have  attempted  to  write  a  history  of  the  war,  have 
given  some,  though  imperfect  accounts  of  the  transactions  of  thii 
day.  Lord  Cornwallis  was  on  the  march  from  Princeton,  with,  as 
it  was  said,  ten  thousand  men,  to  beat  up  our  quarters. — Here  \v»i3 
the  whole  array  of  the  United  Stales,  which  was  supposed  to  amount 


to  about  four  thousand  men,  comniandcd  liy  Ills  Excellency  Gen- 
eral Wasliiiigion,  Millliu,  Sullivan,  Greene,  Knox.  &c. 

Our  troops  were  posted  on  the  south  side  of  a  brook  or  small  rjv- 
er,  which  crosses  the  town  near  the  eouth  end.  and  enters  the  Del- 
aware; a  continuation  of  the  Main  street  crossed  this  little  river  over 
a  stone  bridge.     It  was  evidently  the  purpose  of  Geneial  Wash 
inglon,  to  induce  Cornwallis  to  approach  and  enter  the  town,  at 
the  north  end;  for  this  purpose,  a  company  of  artillery  and  a  piek- 
tet  wa?  placed  on   the  road  leading   from  Princeton,  who  were  at 
tacked  by  the  advance  of  the  British.     Our  biijiade  was  ordered  to 
cross  the  bridge  and  march  through  the  main  town  street,  to  cover 
the  retreat  of  the  artillery  and  picket,  into   and  through  the  north 
end  of  the  town.     This  was  towards  the  close  of  the  day.  We  mt8 
them  and  opened  cur  ranks  to  let  them  pass  through;  we  then  clos- 
ed in    a  compact   and  rather  solid   colunin,  as  the  street   through 
which  we  were  to  retreat  to  the  bridge  was  narrow,  a»id  the  Brit- 
ish pressed  closely  on  our  rear;  part  of  the  enemy  pressed  into   a 
Btieet,  between  the  Main  stree  and   the   Delaware,  and  fired  into 
our  right  flank,  at  every  space  between  the  houses;  when  what 
was  now  our  front,  arrived  near  the  bridge  wiiich  we  were  to  pass^ 
and  where  the  lower,  or  Water-street  formed  a  junction  with  the 
Main  street,  the  British  made  a  quick  advance  in  an  oblique  direc- 
tion to  cut  us  off  from  the  bridge;  in  this  they  did  not  succeed,  as 
we  had  a  shorter  distance  in  a  direct  line  to  the  bridge  than  they 
had,  and  our  artillery,  which  was  posted  on  the  south  side  of  the 
brook,  between  the  bridge  and  the  Delaware,  i)layed  into  the  front 
and  flank  of  their  column,  which    induced   them  to  fall  back;  the 
bridge  was  narrow,  and  our  platoons  were  in  passing  it  crowded 
into  a  dense  and  solid  mass,  in  the  rear  of  which,  the  enemy  were  ma- 
king their  bestefTorts.     The  noble  horse  of  Gen.  Washington  stood 
with  his  breast  pressed  close  against  the  end  of  the  west  rail  of  the 
bridge,  and  the  firm,  composed,  and  majestic   countenance  of  the 
General  inspired  confidence  and  assurance  in  a  moment  so  impor- 
tant and  critical.     In  this  passage  across  the  bridge,  it  was  my  for- 
tune to  be  next  the  west  rail,  and  arriving  at  the  end  of  the  biidge 
rail,  I  pressed  against  the  shoulder  of  ilic  General's  horse,  and  in 
contact  with  the  boot  of  the  General.     Tlio  horse  stood  as  firm  as 


the  rider,  and  seemed  to  understand  that  he  was  not  to  quit  his  post 
and  station.  When  I  was  about  halfway  across  the  bridge,  the 
General  addressed  himself  toCol.  Hitchcock,  the  commander  of 
the  brigade,  directing  him  to  march  his  men  to  that  fields  and  form 
them  immediately,  or  instantly,  or  as  quick  as  possible;  which  of 
the  terms  he  used,  1  am  not  certain;  at  the  same  time  extending 
his  arm  and  pointing  to  a  little  meadow,  at  a  little  distance,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  creek  or  river,  and  between  the  road  and  the  Del- 
aware. This  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  and  then  we  advanced 
to  the  edge  of  the  stream,  facing  the  enemy,  who  soon  found  it  pru- 
dent to  fall  back  under  cover  of  the  houses.  ^Vhat  passed  at  the 
bridge  while  we  were  forming  as  directed,  I  of  course  did  not  wit- 
ness, but  understood  that  as  soon  as  our  brigade  had  passed,  the 
cannon  which  had  been  drawn  aside,  to  leave  us  a  passage,  were 
again  placed  at  the  end  of  the  bridge  and  discharged  into  the  front 
of  the  enemy's  column,-  which  was  advancing  towards  it;  at  the 
same  time  several  pieces  placed  at  the  right  and  left  of  the  bridge, 
with  musketry  at  the  intervals,  took  them  partly  in  flank.  They 
did  not  succeed  in  their  attempt  to  cross  the  bridge,  and  although 
the  creek  was  fordable  between  the  bridge  and  the  Delaware,  they 
declined  attempting  a  passage  there,  in  the  face  of  those,  who  pre- 
sented a  more  serious  obstruction  than  the  water. 

Night  closed  upon  us,  and  the  weather,  which  had  been  mild 
and  pleasant  through  the  day,  became  intensely  cold.  On  one 
hour,  yes,  on  forty  minutes,  commencing  at  the  moment  when  the 
British  troops  first  saw  the  bridge  and  creek  before  them,  depend- 
ed the  all-important,  the  all-absorbing  question,  whether  we 
should  be  Independent  States,  or  conquered  rebels!  Had  the  army 
of  Cornwallis  within  that  space  have  crossed  the  bridge,  or  forded 
the  creek,  unless  a  miracle  intervened,  there  would  have  been  an 
end  of  the  American  army.  If  any  fervent  mind  should  doubt 
this,  it  must  be  from  his  not  knowing  the  state  of  our  few  half- 
starved,  half  frozen,  feeble,  worn  out  men,  with  old  fowling  pie- 
«e6  for  muskets,  and  half  of  them  without  bayonets,  and  the  States 
so  disheartened,  discouraged,  or  poor,  that  they  sent  no  reinforce- 
ments, no  recruits  to  supply  the  places  of  this  handful  of  men,  who, 
but  the  day  before,  had  volunteered  to  remain  with  their  venerated 
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and  beloved  comnianiler,  for  thirty  days  more,  (ifneral  Mercer, 
who  ltd  oil  the  Pliiladelphid  Vulunteers,  fell  mortally  wounded 
in  the  heginninp  ofthe  action. 

The  match  that  night  froin  Trentonlo  Princeton,  is  well  known. 
It  was  not  by  the  direct  road  ;  a  considerable  part  of  it  was  bj  a 
new  passage,  which  appeared  to  have  been  cut  through  the  woods, 
as  the  stubs  were  left  tVom  two  to  five  inches  liigh.  We  moved 
slow  on  account  ofthe  artillery,  frequently  coming  to  a  hall,  or 
stand  still,  and  when  ordered  forward  again,  one,  two,  or  three 
men  in  each  platoon,  would  stand,  with  their  arms  supported,  fast 
asleep  ;  a  platoon  next  in  the  rear  advancing  on  them,  they,  in 
walking,  or  attempting  to  move,  would  strike  a  stub  and  fall. — 
Our  proceedings  at  Princeton,  arc  matters  of  history,  except  one 
circumstance,  which  has  a  bearing  on  the  present  question — and 
that  is,  the  commander  in  chief  took  the  commander  of  our  brig- 
ade by  thehand,  after  the  action — expressing  his  high  approbation 
of  his  conduct,  and  that  ofthe  troops  he  commanded — and  wished 
him  to  communicate  his  thanks  to  his  olficersand  men. 

Besides  the  prisoners  taken  at  Princeton,  there  were  a  number 
of  wagons  loaded  with  the  army  baggage.  I  suppose  it  wa.s  about 
noon  when  we  left  Princeton  with  the  prize  goods  and  prisoners  ; 
we  marched  quick,  as  the  advance  guard  of  the  British  army 
whom  we  had  left  the  night  before  at  Trenton,  were  said  to  be 
close  incur  rear, following  us  as  they  supposed  to  Brunswick,  the 
head  quarters  of  General  Howe,  but  in  three  or  four  miles,  we 
turned  a  square  corner  and  proceeded  north,  towards  Somerset 
(^ourt-House.  The  British  continued  on  to  Brunswick.  Ten  or 
eleven  o'clock  at  night,  we  arrived  at  the  Court-IIouse,  in  which 
the  prisoners  were  shut  up.  It  will  be  remembered  this  was  the 
third  night's  march,  and  under  arms  or  marching  all  day.  There 
were  barely  houses  sufficient  for  the  (juarters  of  the  Generals  and 
their  attendants.  The  troops  took  up  their  abode  for  the  rest  of 
the  night,  on  the  frozen  ground.  All  the  fences  and  every  thing 
that  would  burn,  was  piled  in  difTerent  heaps  and  burnt,  and  he 
was  the  most  fortunate  who  could  get  nigh  enough  to  smell  the 
fire  or  smoke.  The  next  day,  we  continued  our  march  towards 
Morristown.    About  the  third  day  after  our  arrival  at  Morristowu, 


the  commander  of  our  brigade,  Col.  Daniel  Hitchcock,  died,  fiom 
the  sufferings  he  had  experienced  in  this  dreadful  campaign.  He 
was  a  very  accomplished  gentleman,  and  a  fine  officer  ;  few  of 
the  Generals  exceeded  or  equalled  him  in  talents;  he  was  educa- 
ted at  Yale.  After  this,  the  brigade  was  broken  up.  The  re- 
giments which  had  comprised  it,  being  sent  to  different  stations, 
near  the  enemy's  lines.  Our  regiment,  Lippitt's,  had  our  head 
quarters  at  a  place  called  Chatham,  detachments  being  continu- 
ally on  duty  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  British  lines  at  Brunswick. 
At  length  we  were  discharged  in  the  month  of  February,  by  de- 
tachments or  small  guards,  as  it  was  said  we  could  better  ftnd  lodg- 
ings or  shelter  for  a  night  on  the  road.  Our  paper  money  wages, 
forty  shillings  the  month,  was  never  paid  fully,  and  we  received 
nothing  to  bear  our  expenses  home. 

"  Some  had  to  beg  their  bread 
Through  realms  their  valor  saved." 

I  ought  to  'lave  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this  desultory 
narrative,  that  the  men  had  no  bounty,  when  they  enlisted,  and 
were  not  furnished  with  any  clothes;  we  found  our  own  clothes, 
and  we  had  the  promise  of  forty  shillings  per  month,  but,  asan 
outfit,  we  had  two  months  pay  in  advance.  This  will  account  for 
the  fact,  that  many  of  our  men  long  before  the  close  of  this  ser- 
vice, whose  shoes  were  worn  out,  repaired  to  the  butcher's  yard 
and  cut  out  a  piece  of  raw  hide,  which  they  laced,  with  strips  of 
the  same  skin,  about  their  feet.  This,  when  the  weather  was 
moist,  was  not  so  utterly  bad  ;  but  I  recollect  as  soon  as  my  moc- 
casins became  frozen,  they  chafed  my  toes  till  they  bled.  On  the 
next  day's  march,  I  left  the  quarter  guard  ;  as  we  were  passing  a 
Dutchman's  house,  the  good  man  had  gone  to  the  barn;  I  propos- 
ed to  his  wife  to  buy  an  old  pair  of  shoes,  which  I  saw  at  the 
head  of  a  bed;  she  said  her  husband  would  not  sell  his  shoes;  I 
ahowed  her  the  situation  of  my  feet,  and  offered  m  haste,  what 
ought  to  have  been  the  price  of  a  new  pair ;  she  took  the  money 
and  I  carried  off  the  shoes.  She  may  have  been  induced  to  close 
the  bargain,  from  an  apprehension,  that  I  would  take  them  at  aU 
events,  though  I  hope  this  did  not  influence  her  decision. 
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In  iDontioning  thn  vote  taken  at  Croswick'a,  to  serve  anothrr 
montli,  I  ouglil  toliave  stated  a  circumstance,  which  rendered  this 
act  of  the  Rhode  Island  troops  iriorc  of  a  patriotic  character,  than 
that  of  the  other  troops,  composing  the  line  of  the  army. 

December  G,  177G,  General  Clinton  and  Lord  Percy,  with  a  Brit- 
i^ili  army,  hindcd  and  took  possession  of  the  ishind  of  Rhodo- 
Island.  This  news  was  brought  to  our  regiment,  the  day  we 
crossed  tlie  Delaware,  at  Easton,  after  General  Lee  was  taken 
from  us  on  our  passage  from  Hudson  river,  through  Jersey  west- 
ward. This  news  from  Rhode-Island  more  serii»usly  atlected 
Lippitt's  regiment  than  any  other.  This  corps  was  not  composed 
of  such  materials  as  generally  compose  a  standing  army.  We 
were  mostly  young  men,  who  had  left  parents  or  near  connections 
at  home.  The  most  of  two  companies,  Carrs  and  Brownell's, 
were  natives  of  the  Island,  and  those  who  were  from  the  main 
and  were  in  doubt  and  uncertainty,  whether  the  towns  up  the  riv- 
cr,  or  indeed  the  whole  State  was  not  possessed,  or  been  devastated 
by  the  enemy.  This  was  reason  siifticient,  withont  taking  into  the 
account  the  sufferings  of  the  season,  for  us  to  wish  to  return  home, 
to  search  for,  or  know  the  fate  of  the  nearest  connections  ;  and 
thistoo,  will  furnish  an  apology  for  the  State  to  which  we  belong- 
ed, fornot  sending  us  any  partial  supplies  of  clothing,  and  espe- 
cially of  shoes,  before  our  discharge,  as  a  third  part  of  the  State 
was  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  and  exertions  weie  then  mak- 
ing, to  raise  and  equip  three  regiments  of  troops,  for  the  de- 
fence of  tlie  lemaiiidcr.  Under  all  these  disadvantages,  when 
our  time  of  service  had  expired,  the  State  sent  an  agent,  Mr. 
J.  J.  Hazard,  with  a  quantity  of  shoes,  for  those  he  should 
meet,  who  were  barefooted.  We  met  him  at  Peekskill,  and 
there-he  presented  me  with  a  new  pair,  and  there  I  lefl  what 
remained  of  those  I  bought  of  the  Dutch  woman  ;  and  with 
the  new  ones,  after  being  detained  in  that  neighborhood  throe 
weeks  by  sickness,  I  travelled  home  to  Providence. 

To  return  to  the  subject  of  the  pension  list.  I  know  of  not 
more  than  six  or  seven  now  living,  who  have  asked  to  be  plac- 
ed on  ihc  list.  Poor,  infirm  old  men — vvlio  in  the  prime  ot  theif 
youth,  by  the  side  of  Washington,  defended  the  pass  at  Trcn« 
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ton  bridge,  and  made  these  what  they  now  are,  independent 
States.  And  why  are  they  excluded  ?  because  the  Secretary  at 
war,  Mr.  Calhoun,  thought  they  had  not  been  nine  months  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States.    Is  it  possible?  Can  it  be  possible  ? 

JOHN  HOWLAND. 
Providence,  November  24,  1830. 

Notices  of  some  of  the  officers    of  Lippitth  Regiment ^ 
after  the  same  was  disbanded. 

After  Col.  Lippitt  returned  home  he  was  appointed  Major  Gen. 
of  the  Militia  of  the  State. 

The  Lt.  Col.  Adam  Comstock,  settled  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  in  Saratoga,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  and 
one  of  the  council,    with  the  first  Gov.  Clinton  of  New-York. 

Capt.  William  Jones  of  this  Regiment  was  in  1811  elected 
Governor  of  this  State,  in  which  he  served  five  or  six  years. 

Capt.  Martin  was  Lt.  Governor. 

Capt.  Hoppin  was  Colonel  of  the  senior  class  of  militia  of  the 
county,  and  several  years  one  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
Town  of  Providence  in  the  General  Assembly. 

Lt.  Sayles  was  for  a  number  of  years  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

Philip  Martin  who  entered  as  a  Sergeant  in  this  Regiment  and 
was  promoted  to  the  office  of  Ensign,  and  carried  the  colors  of 
the  Regiment,  in  the  action  at  Princeton,  was  at  the  time  of 
his  death  a  State  Senator. 

Ensign  Thomas  Noyes,  of  Capt.  Stanton's  company,  was  for 
many  years  a  Representative  from  the  town  of  Westerly,  aAd 
was  one  of  the  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States. 

Benjamin  Bourne,  the  Quartermaster,  was  a  member  of  the 
State  Convention,  which  adopted  the  constitution,  and  was  the 
first  Representative  in  Congress  chosen  by  the  State  under  the 
new  governmenf  lie  was  afterwards  one  of  the  three  Judges  of 
the  Eastern  Ciit  -■;  -f  the  United  States. 
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